The title compound [systematic name: (methoxycarbonylmethyl)ammonium chloride], crystallizes as a salt, C 3 H 8 NO 2 + ÁCl À , with the charged species interacting mutually via strong and highly directional N + -HÁ Á ÁCl À hydrogen bonds which lead to the formation of a supramolecular tape running parallel to the c axis. Tapes close pack in the solid state mediated by multipoint recognition synthons based on weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions and van der Waals contacts between adjacent methyl groups.
Related literature
For related structures, see: Handelsman-Benory et al. (1995) . For detailed background to the role of hydrogen bonds in the supramolecular organization of organic crystals, see : Nangia & Desiraju (1998) . For general background studies on crystal engineering approaches from our research group, see: Shi et al. (2008) ; Paz & Klinowski (2003) ; Paz et al. (2002) . For a description of the Cambridge Structural Database, see: Allen (2002 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Shi et al., 2008; Paz & Klinowski, 2003; Paz et al., 2002) , we recently started to prepare novel organic ligands based on amino acid moieties, which can be ultimately employed as building units in the construction of multi-dimensional coordination polymers. Even though the latest release of the Cambridge Structural Database (CSD, Version of November 2008 with three updates; Allen, 2002) contains the remarkable number of 70 determinations of zwiterionic glycine, the structure of the title compound has never been reported to date. It is important to emphasize that crystallization of this compound is not trivial, typically leading to microcrystalline powders with needle-like crystal habit. Larger single crystals could only be obtained when a 1: 1 chloroform: methanol mixture was used ( 
Experimental
Glycine methyl ester hydrochloride (99% purity) was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich and used without further purification.
Crystalline material suitable for single-crystal studies (Fig. 1) was isolated from the slow evaporation (at ambient temperature) of a 1: 1 chloroform: methanol solution.
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Refinement
Hydrogen atoms bound to nitrogen and carbon were located at their idealized positions and were included in the final structural model in riding-motion approximation with C-H = 0.98 Å and N-H = 0.91 Å. The isotropic thermal displacement parameters for these atoms were fixed at 1.2 (for the -CH 2 -group) or 1.5 (for the pendant -NH 3 + and -CH 3 moieties)
times U eq of the atom to which they are attached.
Figures Fig. 1 . Optical photographs of the (micro-)crystalline material composing the title compound. The inset shows the single-crystal used for data collection, emphasizing morphology (thin needle) and small crystal size. Optical photographs were taken on a Stemi 2000 stereomicroscope equipped with Carl Zeiss lenses and a digital high-resolution AxioCam MRc5 digital camera connected to a personal computer. to the formation of a one-dimensional supramolecular tape running parallel to the c axis. For details on the hydrogen bonding geometry see Table 1 . Symmetry transformations used to generate equivalent atoms: (i) x, -y + 1/2, z+1/2; (ii) x, y, z+1. Primary atom site location: structure-invariant direct methods Extinction correction: none Geometric parameters (Å, °) 
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